218.   DISBANDMENT OF VOLUNTEERS

Bombay has given a handle to the Provincial Governments
for undertaking systematic repression and attempting to snuff
out non-co-operation. The notifications of the Bengal, the U.P.,
the Punjab and the Delhi Governments disbanding volunteer
organizations are an answer to Bombay. I for one welcome these
notifications. They obviate the necessity for forcing civil disobe-
dience. If we are ready for the Government challenge, we can
have an immediate trial of strength. It is one of the beauties of
civil disobedience that a civil resister can choose his own time of
battle. For he need not disobey till he thinks it is right for
him to do so. No amount of provocation by the Government can
goad him into disobedience.

If therefore the provinces where the notifications have been
issued are ready, they have merely to refuse to disband and every
one of the volunteers must surely find himself in jail. But we
must be sure of our ground. The allegation against the corps is
that they are assemblies to use force and not to keep peace.
Our first duty is to examine the charge and purge ourselves of
guilt if there is any in us. Every volunteer who has been guilty of
using force or even threat of force by word or act must be relieved
of his charge.

The resolution of the Working Committee1 regarding volun-
teers has come in time though quite by accident. I hope that it
will be taken up in every province by the respective Congress and
Khilafat organizations and that all volunteer organizations will be
combined into one and no volunteer will be retained who does
not believe in non-violence. Then we may give battle if there is
interference with these organizations. The condition, however,
of giving battle is that when imprisonments commence, the rest
remain quiet and peaceful. It is high time that we went to jail
without noise or fuss. If we believe in the virtue of silent suffering
we must make it easy for the Government to arrest us. It becomes
difficult when each time we want to make a show and have a
procession. Imprisonments must become an every-day occur-
rence. We make no fuss when we go out for a walk or a picrjic.
I do ask for the same indifference about going to jails. I ac-
cept Mr. Jayakar's formula of statement before the court. If there

1 Passed at Bombay on November 23, 1921